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It seems just a short time ago Lillywhite 
Bros Ltd were celebrating their 60th 
anniversary at the Emsworth Museum. 
This year sees 65 years of trading 
since the Queen Street Engineering 
works were taken over by the current 
owners' (Paul & Mike Lillywhite) father 
and uncles in 1949. To celebrate the 
occasion, Lillywhite Bros will be holding 
an open day on Saturday 16th August 
from 10am to 4pm with many of the 
interesting vehicles they are involved 
with on display including the famous 
‘’Old Yeller II ‘’ which has returned 
from its classic racing in America and 
Australia especially for this event – yes 
it is the original not a copy!  Built in 
1959 as a 6.5 litre Buick-engined one-off 
special at Hollywood Motors by owners 
Max and Ina Balchowsky and  driven 
by Dan Gurney, Carroll Shelby and Bob 
Bondurant as well as many legendary 
drivers of the time and, of course, 
builder/owner Max.

The old part of the garage at the front 
of the current premises will be set up 
as an old workshop, showing how it 
used to be with many tools, equipment, 

artefacts and pictures on display from 
our collection much of which is original 
from the early days of the garage. 

While older vehicles are the fun side of 
our business, our modern workshops 
are fully equipped to deal with today's 
sophisticated cars and you will be able 
to see the latest equipment in action 
including state-of-the-art diagnostics, 

tyre fitting/balance, wheel alignment, 
air-conditioning and body repair 
facilities, as well as having a chance to 
meet some of our team.

We would very much like to see as 
many people as possible so please 
come along and join us on this special 
occasion. We look forward to seeing 
you on the day. 

65 years of service to Emsworth motorists

Busy Queen Street. Note the price of petrol – and that's per gallon which works out at approximately £0.05p/litre!



While servicing, repairs and bodywork to 
modern vehicles are our main business, 
we also enjoy the other cars we look 
after including older vehicles and race 
cars. Our old favourite Old Yeller 2 left 
after Goodwood Revival last year to 
take part in the Phillip Island Classic in 
Melbourne Australia as well as some 
smaller events, before returning to us for 
the summer in Europe. This year OYII has 
been selected to attend the ‘’Chantilly 
Arts & Elegance Concours‘’ near Paris in 
September, where we will be attending 
along with owner Ernie Nagamatsu and 
his wife Elaine. For more details on this 
amazing car and its history please visit 
www.oldyeller2.com . 

The Escort Mk 2 that you may have 
seen at the garage has gradually been 
upgraded to full race spec. It still has its 
Cosworth engine with full management 
system but has been fitted with a six 
speed sequential gearbox and after 
braking a half shaft last time out, a fully 
uprated rear axle. Mike our mechanic 
who looks after the car was kindly 
offered a chance of a drive by the 
owner during a track day at Brands 
Hatch – Mike was signed up to partake 
in the day's proceedings. Mike had a 

great time including managing a spin 
on entry to the finish straight while 
being encouraged by the owner to put 
his foot down!

The old cars continue to come in 
including a Vauxhall Victor VX4/90 
with a seized engine. On stripping we 
discovered a severely seized piston 
due to a head gasket leaking water in 
and rusting the bore during a period 
of several years standing. A puller was 

adapted and after a lot of soaking 
the piston was freed. The bore was 
damaged but after advice from a local 
enthusiast, we managed to find all the 
parts required to rebore and rebuild the 
engine.

We hope to have these cars and many 
others we have been involved in with 
both mechanical and bodywork repairs 
on show at our Open Day on Saturday 
16 August.

Quality of service

The interesting car update

At Lillywhite Bros Ltd we take pride 
in our high level of service. To help us 
achieve this we are proud to be part 
of the Bosch Car Service network and 
a Mobile 1 Service Centre. We only fit 
quality parts usually to manufacturer 
specifications from companies 
including LUK/Sachs clutches, Mintex/
Brembo brake components, Bosch/
NGK spark plugs, Glow plugs, Sensors 
and Actuators, Bosch/Lucas rotating 
electrics and Bosch/Delphi diesel 
components. Our technicians are not 
on any profit bonus schemes that 
encourage the fitting of parts that 
are not required unlike many national 
and local 'fast-fit' type organisations. 

Through Bosch, we are Trading 
Standards Institute (TSI) approved and 
members of the Retail Motor Industry 
Federation.

Our body shop is approved by the 
Vehicle Body and Repairers Association, 
with TSI approval, and can carry out 
repairs to modern or older vehicles 
including insurance work for most 
companies. We are fully equipped with 
an on-site paint mixing facility, spray 
booth and body alignment jig for the 
heavier impact repairs. Estimates and 
advice are free – remember it’s your car 
and up to you where it’s repaired, not 
the insurance company.

Why Mobil oil?
There is no doubt that oil is the blood 
of an engine and Mobil oil helps keep 
your engine running like new. Due 
to improving engineering processes, 
modern engines are designed to run 
on tighter tolerances. They have a 
sealed breather system which leads 
to sludge build up and components 
such as turbos, EGR valves (Exhaust 
Gas Recirculation) , Catalytic 
Converters, DPF ( Diesel Particulate 
Filter ) all rely on the use of quality oil.

The service intervals are much 
longer and the driving demands 
higher. There is no doubt for longer 
engine life and less component 
failure, a quality oil is required and 
we feel confident using Mobil oil 
in customers' cars to give the best 
lubrication possible. 
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Mike enjoys a track day at Brands Hatch
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